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NEW BEES AND WASPS, Part XX 

By T/yRlTCW RAYMtNT. F.H.Z.3. t 

Tasmania is not rich in indigenous bees, and many of the species ate 
recorded from the southern littoral of Victors A recent survey of the 138 
known species of bees of Portland showed that 24 were present >n the island 
state. None of the bees could fl> unaided across the hundred odd miles 
oi water now lormiug Bass Strait, so one concludes that these must have 
penetrated to Tasmania before its separation from the mainland, A la no 
connexion existed during the Permian Period, when Gondowana included 
portion ot America, Africa, Asia, Australia mid Tasmania. (5ec map 
Carnegie Institution af Washington and Schuchert's Historical Geology,) 
It was, therefore, with no little interest that the author discovered a 
new species m a small collection of bees from the Great Lake district 
The insects were taken on a species of ‘'Everlastings", by a life-member 
of the Victorian Field Naturalists Gob, Victor Miller. The new hcc is a 
small black species, conspicuous for its excessively large, wide head. 
Though placed in the genus Hy locus it is not typical and will probably lie 
separated when mote is known about it and the other sex 15 available for 
study. The species is dedicated to the memory of the late Blanche Miller, 
who contribute!! so much to the success of the Field Naturalists Club 
during her long association with its members, 

While endeavouring to determine whether this strange specimen had any 
relatives in Victoria the author noticed particularly a specimen Of EurysjlosiO 
taken at Lake Hattah, Victoria, liy the late E. ). Dtxon, another old and 
respected member ot the Club. This too is small and black but is distinguished 
by its excessively long narrow head The contrast between the two bees is 
SO Striking that the author has prepared a text-figure to illustrate these 
characters. The Tasmanian specks is referred to Hyloeus, with certain 
reservations as the author feels that it approaches the bees from Lake 
Hattah, which must be referred to Eutygfyfta. However, the illustrations 
will ensure the easy identification of both species, and the specific descrip¬ 
tions are included hereunder. . 

Family COLLETIDAE 
ParacoHcles obsraripenvw Ckll. 

Three fine mates, considerably larger than specimens form Launceston, 
and having more of the smoky-colourcd hair on head, thorax and abdomen; 
the tegulae are black, (red in type) : the median tarsi are bright-red, the 
others arc blackish. Great Lake, Tasmania, on flowers ni Hctithrystm vp ; 
February 6, 1953; leg. Victor Miller, 

A series of smaller males, some with'the apical segments of the flagellum 
excavated Launceston, Tasmania, on flowers of Bursoria sfhaosa, January 
2, 1938; leg. T. Gunton. 

A series of males, not typical, being much smaller. Bolga.lt. Western 
Australia, on flowers of Halted sp.; August 20, 1949; leg; Rica Entkswn. 

£URY GLOSS,1 DOLICHOCEPHALA. sp nov 
Female—Length 5.5 mm approx Black 

Head excessively long, bright, a very delicate sculpture; face-marks nil; 
frons with scattered large shallow punctures; clypeus brighter, the puuctures 
larger; supractypeal area impunctale, a fine groove reaching the median 
ocellus; vertex wiih a few pale hairs, compound eyes excessively long, 
subrenlform. genac with sparse punctures, a few white hairs; labrum 
blackish, a long narrow oval; niandibulae with a subapicai amher patch' 

* Apaxtata in Enumviloey, National Museum, Vicio; 1:1 
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antennae short, segments of flagellum wider than long, light ferruginous 
beneath 

rnrthorax with short 3 ppresse<l white hair; tubercles have a light spot, 
and a fringe of white hair, mesottionj* minutely tcsscllatc; scattered shallow 
punctures; scutcllum and postsiutclliun similar to mesothorax; mctatliorax 
truncate, a delicate tessollatc sculpture; abdominal dorsal segments blackish, 
somewhat suffused with amber, posterior margins more or less pallid, 
scattered punctures, a minute Irmrolate sculptute, a few pa'e hairs at apex, 
ventral segments similar 

hogs brownish, with knees and tibiae amber; sparse white hair; the 
posterior pair somewhat spiculosc basally; tarsi amber, each with a fine 
rtemdium; claws amber; hmd calcar amber, with tour or five rounded teeth; 
tegular pallid, dull, wings iridescent, hyaline, nervines dilute sepia, basal 
arclicd and far shorl of nervulus; cells normal for the genus; pterostigina 
palest-amber, dark-margined; hamuli five, weakly developed. 

The male is smaller, 4 mm., but otherwise similar to female. 

1 .ocality—-Lake Hattah, Victoria; leg. E. J. Dixon. 

Type and allotype in the collection of the author. 

Allies: E, {joerfeiwc Ckll.. which has hlaek nervurcc. and a wide head. 
The new species is easily known by the excessively long head. 



HVLAPJIS BLANCHAE, sp. nov. 

Type Female—Length <1 mm. approx. Black, oily-bright. 

Head excessively large, uuxdrale. resembling that of certain McgochUc, 
almost nude; face microscopically slriate. a rare wliite hair here and there; 
irons with minute punctures between the lines; elypeus flat, with more 
numerous deeper punctures between the striae; supracljipeal area with 
striae more conspicuous, and a fine sulcus reaching the median ocellus, 
which it encircles, vertex very long, with the striae converging to the 
ocelli: compound eyes very long; facial foveae narrow, hut deeply incised, 
and following the pattern of the striae; there is a slight emargination' of 
the eyes near the base ol the foveae; t'enae excessively large, a few more 
white hairs; labrum black: mandibular. 1 black, bidentate; malar area large 
striate , anteimae black, suhmonilnorm, obscurely brownish beneath 

Protiiorax produced laterally to a tubercle, otherwise depressed against 
the mesonotum, a lew more white hairs; tubercles ivory (the only pale 
mark on the body) ; mesothorax depressed along a conspicuous median 
sulcus; an excessively delicate close tessellation; many microscopic shallow 
punctures; a few white hairs; scutelhmi and postscatellum similar to meso- 
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thorax; pleura shining, witli a delicate tessellation; metathorax with an 
area enclosed by a very fine line: the whole finely tessellate, with a few white 
hairs laterally , abdominal dorsal segments with a microscopic cancellate 
hnration; the hind margins depressed and narrowly lighter, a few loose 
white hairs; more shining ventral segments similar. 

Legs black, slender, knees ivory, dearest on posterior pan. a few white 
hairs: tarsi blackish; daws bifid, reddish, very small, hind calcar' amber, 
finely serrated; tegular black, sculptured with a' fine tessellation, shining; 
wings dark: tiervUres blackish, both recurrents received by the second 
ctibilal at ■equal distances; basal arched as in Buryolossa and reaching 
nervuliis; second cubital cell small, contracted at top; ptcrostigma con¬ 
spicuous, blackish ; hamuli four or five, very weak. 

Locality—Great Lake, Tasmania, taken on rteiiehrysum s/>.; February, 
19S3; leg. Victor Miller. 

Type in the collection of the author. 

Allies: Not near to my described species. It appears to stand between 
Hylneus and Ewyyiosso, and structure suggests some, relationship to liury- 
glnssa dolichocephahts, sp. nov. H. hobartwnus Ckll has a large head, hut 
the area of the metathorax is different, being closely punctured; and /•/, 
blunt bar cannot 1>e the female of it 

Family HALICTIDAE 

flqlictus btissi Ckll. 

One male, not quite typical Great Lake, Tasmania, oil flowers of Hefi- 
ebryswn sp,; February d, 1953; leg. Victor Miller. 

Halictus buudtni Ckll. 

A large robust female, almost certainly the allotype,- which can be 
recognized from the description of the male. Great Lake, Tasmania, nn 
flowers of JJelielirysnm sp.; 1'ebrUray 6. 1953: leg Victor Miller. 

Allotype in the collection Ol the author. 

(tnlicins boweui Ckll. 

A male, not quite typical. Great Lake, Tasmania, on flowers of // rl-i- 
chrysum sp.; February <», 1953; leg, Victor Miller. 

Halictus confuscllus Ckll. 

One female, typical in all characters. Launceston, Tasmania, on flowers 
of Rursorin sputoso , January 2, 1938; leg. T, Gininyn. 

One female, typical. Great Lake, Tasmania; February 6, 1953; leg. Victor 
Miller. 

Hotictus disclusm Ckll 

A series of females, which appear to lie the undescribed sex, and one will 
therefore become the allotype should a pair be taken in cop. The black 
head and thorax, and pale-ferruginous abdomen give these bees a striking 
aspect 

Great Lake, Tasmania, on flowers of Hehchrysum sp.: February 6, 1953; 
leg, Victor Miller. 

Halidas tjrnmihthorax Ckll. 

One female, typical in all characters. New Norfolk, Tasmania, on '‘Ever¬ 
lastings"; January 12, 1952; leg. Vivienne Gibson, 

IfaKctm utrhntms Sm. 

Two females, rather small, with Mack legs. Great Lake Tasmania, on 
Hclichrysum sp.; February 6, 1953; teg. Victor Miller 

Professor Cockerell thought that th<* larger If siibmtlmans Ckll. with 
bniit-red legs, was the mainland form, but the author has bulb species 
from Tasmania. 

HaJirhis .tubinclbians. 

Typical females. Launceston, Tasmania, leg. T. Clinton, 
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Family APIDAJi 

A (hi msUifcm. Lirm 

Three workers, small arid very black indeed, and tberrJor unlike the main¬ 
land hivc-bcc, which has now a strong infusion of yellow "blood'' Horn 
A. fijffttitiert Spin , giving it a tan or orange-coloured band on die abdomen. 

Great Lake, Tasmania; February 6, 1953; leg. Victor Miller, 

Key to Tuxt-block 

ffylacus blanch^?, sp nov.— L Front, of large head-r.apsulc of female; 
2. Lateral view of same showing excessive development of vertex ana 
geaae; 3. Finely serrated hind calcar of female; 13. Fine striate sculpture 
of froils, 1 

r.itrytjlossa dolirboccplialis, sp uov.—5. Front of head-capsule, of female; 
f>. Lateral view of same showing the long frons and narrow genae; 7 The 
coarsely dentate bind calcar. 

HaJit-tus diidnsus Ckll.—ft. Labrum appendage of female; 9. The bind 
calcar finely serrated only tm the middle portion. 4. Pollen grams from the 
insect 

S>.tilfitur< of dorsum of mctaihorax—10. of Haliciiis bass it. li, of 
H, 6ccor.ii; 12. of //. bnurdmi 

AUTUMNAL FLOWERING OF SPICULAEA HUNTIANA 

By W. L. Williams 

Baron von Muller, die publisher of this intriguing little orchid, records it 
as all autumn flowering siiecies, his specimens having come from Mount 
Tingiriugi, New South Wales. Much later (1917) A. U Frame discovered 
'.S', /mil liana at Cravensville, Victoria, anti for many years it was known in 
this State from that locality otiiy. The flowering tune was said to he 
Novembcr-Dcccmbcr. by both F,. E. Pescott and Dr. R S. Rogers, in The 
I' ictorum NctJumlisI of 1920 (Vol. XL1II Nos. 0 and 8) Rogers wrote 
"I notice that its author, Baton von Muller, refers to it as an autumnal 
plant, bnl nil plants received by me from Cravensville (and ihey have been 
fairly numerous) bloomed in November and December." 

It is to he remarked that more recent publications (e g. W Ad flowers- n/ 
Victoria-, Jean Galbraith, with orchid section by Winifred Waddell) mention 
January as the flowering month, T recall Mr. A. 1. Swahy telling me that 
he llad found numerous specimens hi bloom near Healesville early in the 
Flew Yeai—J dunk in Jauiiaiy, only a iew ytais ago. 

On April 5th, this year 1 came across one six-flowered specimen and 
another seven-flowered one near Fosters Lookout, Blackwood. Both were 
somewhat past tlieir best, the two or three lowest flowers oil each being 
partly withered, though all ixiris were perfectly recognizable. In only one 
bloom had the delicate (abcllum shrivelled entirely and dropped off The 
majority of tin* flowers were fresh and in very good condition. It would be 
quite safe to say that a week earliev (or n fortnight at the most) the, plants 
would have heen perfect, specimens—that it to say. they hud been in full 
bloom somewhere between (fie /(Jth and the 31st of March. If the good 
Baton's first specimen:, chanced to be of this kind there would seem to be 
every reason for has recording S- hnntiana us autumn flowering. (On the 
previous flay, iur instance. 1 had found Erioehitus mcidlatus ami Ptcrozlylis 
. pan* flora). 

In any case, records now seem to indicate that over the State as a whole 
.S', (iM)iti(uio may be iti flower from November to the cud of Match. T am 
not sure enough of my ground to claim the record in flower spans for this 
interesting little orchid, but it must come very dose to it. 

IThr lilt* W. H, Ntol'OtU onr.c rrmroented tha.r h« had Tticiixyte nf tfcr Fiy.innili 
Orchid, Bitwdxut* punclulufr., flowering during each mui.th of iht* year, -Edilvrl 



